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why ethics? 2

• ”move fast and break things”

• current ethical machine learning is shitstorm driven

• inherently toxic discourse around ethics

• reliance on small group of ai bias researchers

• small businesses do harm, but are never held accountable

• ethics can tell us how to act ethically instead of reacting to past mistakes
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data ethics 3

• teleological ethics:
”objectives and purposes, impact assessment, costs and benefits.”1

documentation, data sheets and impact statements.

• deontological ethics:
”duties and rights, intrinsic moral values.”1

red lines, regulation, ethics codes.

• virtue ethics:
”striving for a good, happy life.”1

embedded ethics, open source, aspirations.

1All definitions translated from [GKZ19].
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so is it all solved? just write impact statements, follow company
guidelines, maybe push a fix once in a while?

victor zimmermann



roadblocks 5

• documentation is sloppy and will be ignored

• businesses do not care and ethics guidelines are not enforced

• universities are too slow to change and ethics don’t make graduates more
employable

• projects are never abandoned for failing ethics assessments
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the road ahead 6

will we ever move past only responding to past harms?

• no ethical consumption under capitalism

• no ethical data under capitalism

• an inherently exploitative ideology will always need people fighting exploitation
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so what can you do? 7

• push politicians to pass ai legislation because your company won’t legislate itself

• ethics assessments are part of your job, make that clear to your employer

• negotiate for open source contributions to be part of your hours,
lawyers do pro bono work, so should you

• hold others in the community accountable and push for standards in your industry

• unionise
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thank you!

slides, resources and contact info:

 vz@koenigsweg.com

 gitlab.com/axtimhaus

 linkedin.com/in/vzim

 axtimhaus.eu

 @dieaxtimhaus
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